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Federa Communications Commission
Office f the Secretary

445 121h Street, SW

Room ~W-A325

Washir gton, DC 20554

June 2:3, 2006

RECEIVED & INSPECTED
RE: Re quest for review of form 471 in reference to CC Docket No. 02-6
Appellent: Trego Elementary School, BEN: 88106 JUN 2 3 2008

PO Box 10

Trego, MT 59934
Contact: Margaret Mee, District Clerk FCC - MA"_HOOM
Contact Phone: 408-882-4713

Fax: 406-882-4365
Contact email: tregoschool @interbel.net
Service Provider: InterBel Telephone Cooperative, SPIN: 143028555
Form 471 application number: 445832
FRN's: 1228611 and 1228615

The at ave Funding Commitment Decisicn has three items applied for by Trego Schools, only one
FRN 1.228811{Internet Services) was funded, the other 2 FBN's (both Telecommunications
Servicios) were denied. The reason stated was “This FRN is a request for Telecommunications
Servico from a carrier that does not provide telecommunications on a common carriage basis.”

Qur service provider InterBel Telephone Cooperative, Inc. has two SPIN numbers. 143002533
which it the time of our appeal to USAC was listed as an eligible telecom provider and the other
which ‘vas not approved as an eligible telecom provider due to a mistake on their form 489A. We
used the SPIN number on our 471 which is what NECA advised our provider to do. InterBel
Teleptone Cooperative, Inc. was unable to correct the 499A before the appeal Trego Schools
filed w1s denied.

As of t e date of this appeal the SPIN 143028555 is listed as an “Elibible Telecom Provider by
USAC and meets all requirements in order to allow Trego Schools to receive funding for year July
2005 - June 20086.

We wculd like you to approve these FRN's since InterBel now meets the criteria of an “Eligible
Teleccm Provider”.

Yours Truly,

Marga et Mee
District Clerk
Trego =zlementary School

Attachinents included; USAC denied form 471
USAC denied appeal of form 471
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> Universal Service Administrative Company
. Schools & Libraries Division

Administrators Acknowledgement Letier

FCC Filing Advice |
June 21, 2006 I
RECEIVED & INSPECTED |
Margaret Mee
T £l tary School .
v iald JUN 2 3 2006
Trego, MT 59934
FCC - MAILROOM
Margare; Mee:

Confirming our telephone conversation this moming, the. Schools and Libraries Division of the
Universil Service Administrative Company has received your correspondence on May 26, 2006,
appealing the Administrator’s Dedsion on Appeal letters of May 10, 2006, for Form 471
Application(s) 445832 - FRN(s) 1228611, 1228615.

Decision on Appeal: Denlad

For ap)eals that have been denied in full, partially approved, dismmd or canceled,
you miry file an appeal with the FCC.

» You should refer to CC Docket No. 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC,
« Your appeal must be recelved or postmarked within 60 days of the date on the

Administrator’s Decision on Appeal letter. Failure to meet this requirement wili result in
autcmatic dismissal of your appeal,

If you ire submitting your appesal via United States Postal Service, send ta: FCC, Office of the
Secreta y, 445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554, Further information and options for filng an
Wﬁr&cﬁymmemmbew!nﬁw "Appeals Procadure™ of the SLD web site at

orsales Yabo efault s, o by contadting the Client Service Bureall,

We thaik you for your continued support, patience and cooperation during the appeal process.

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

100 South Jefferson Road, P.O. Box 902, Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit us ondine as: lntp:// www sac ore/sl
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Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraries Division -

Administrator’s Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 2005-2006

May 10, 2006 o

Marg‘lret Mee ‘

Trego Elernentary School
P.O. Box 10

Trego MT 59934-0010

Re: Applu:ant Name: - .- TREGO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
3llled Entlty Number S 68106 .
Form 471 Application: Number 445832 ‘
undmg Request Niimber(s): - 1228611, 12286 15
“Your: Correspondence Recelved March 17, 2006

After horough revww and mvestlgauon of all relevarit facts the Schools and L:branes _
Division (SLD), of the Universal Service Admmrstratwe Company (USAC) Has madé its
decision in-fegard t6 your appeal of SLD s Funding Year 2005 Fundmg Commiitment
Decis on Letter for the Application Nusnber indicated above. This lettet explains the -

basis of SLD's decision. The date of this letter bcgms the 60-day time period for

appea ing | thlS dccmon to the Federal Commumcatmns Commission (FCC). If your

Letter of Appeal in¢luded miore than one Application Number, please note that you w111
receive @ separate letter for each appllcatxon

Fundig Reguest Numberj S! | 1228611, 1228615
Decision on Appeal: Denied
Explaiation: -« '

e On appcal you seek reversal of the: SLD decision to deny the funding request
because the FRN is a request for Telecommunications Service from a carrier that
does not provzde telecommunications on a common carriage basis. In support of -
your request you state that InterBel Telephone Cooperative has two SPIN
numbers, 143002533 and 143028555. You assert that SPIN 143002533 shows
that the service provider does provide telecommunications on a common carriage
basis.. You state that SPIN 143028555 is showing as ineligible because the
service provider had made a mistake on their Form 499A. You conclude that the
service provider is working on cotrecting the problem so SPIN 143028555 will

show that it is an eligible telecommunications carrier by the time the appeal is
reviewed.

Box 125 — Cormrespondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New lersey 07981
Visit us online at: www.s! universaiservice.ory
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Upon thorough review of the appeal letier and the relevant documentation, the
SLD has determined that the FRN was properly denied for requesting:
telecommunications services from a Carrier that does not provide .
telecommunications on a common ¢arriage basis. On the Form 471, the FRN was
categonzed under the telecommunications service category. An examination of
the Item 21 Attachment confinns that the services réquested are . -
telecomiriunications services. Per Program Rules, the service provider prov:dmg
the telecommunications setvices must meet the FCC ehglble telecom carrier
desxgnatlou requlrements to.be dﬁlgnated as: ehglble telecom cartier in the. USAC .
database, The serviceé prov1der InterB el Telisphone Cooperatwe, Inc. SPIN «~
143028555 listed for this FRN was deemcd an mehglbie telccommumcatlon ,
provider in the USAC databasc It is the respon31b111ty of the apphcant to ensure .
that all requested tclccommumcatlons services are prov1de.d by an Eligible -
Telecommuinications Prov1der (ETP) On appeal you have failed to demonsn'ate
that the SLD erred in its ongmal dec:lsmn :

An Eligible Teiecommumcauons Prowder (ETP) a USAC term used for
"telecommunications carrier;” is an entlty that: prov1des telecommunications
services, i.€., transmission Serwces ona com.mon carriage” basis. Tobe a

_ telecornmumcanons catrier, the carner must (1) allow.the customer to transtmt

information of its own design and chicosing; without change in the form or content
of the information; and (2) prov1de that capability for a fee directly to the public;
or to such classes of users as to be effecnvely available to'the pubhc (1 e., hold -
itself out to serve 1nd1fferently all potential users) :

USAC makes comrmtments for TeleCOmmumcauons Services for apphcants when
the service provider is identified in USAC' s databdse as in ETP; but, ‘
notwithstanding that 1dent1ﬁcat10n, it is the service provider that is responsible for
ensuring it meets these requirements i all instances of discounted
telecommunications services. All telecommunications carriers are required under
FCC rules to file an FCC Form 499A. By ﬁlmg a Form 499A and checking at-
least one of the boxes on line 227, USAC may designate a service provider as an
eligible telecommunication provider in its database. Since your appeal has not
brought forth persuasive information that SLD has erred in its determination, your
appeal is denied. : :

Your Form 471 indicates that you selccted a service prov1der that has not been
designated as an eligible telecommunication carrier in the USAC database:
InterBel Telephone Cooperative, Inc  SPIN number 143028555. FCC
regulations provide that teIecommumcatlons cartiers are eligible for universal
service support. 47 C.F.R. § 54. SOI(a) The FCC has determined that to be
eligible to receive universal service support for telecornmunications services, the
provider must provide telecommunications services on a common carticr basis.

Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Dockét No. 96- 45, Report
and Order, FCC 97-157 q 134 (rel. May 8, 1997)

If your appeal has been approved, but funding has been reduced or denied, you may
appeal these decisions to either the SLD or the FCC. For appeals that have been denied

Box 125 — Comrespondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit us online at: www.s/, univer&atsemce org
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in full pamally approvcd dismissed, or canceled you may file an appeal with the FCC.

© You st ould refer to CC Docket No. 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the ECC.

Your appeal must be received or postmarkcd within 60 days of the date on this letter. -
Failure. to'meet this requlrement will result in antomati¢ dismissal of your ‘appeal. If you
are sutmitting your appeal via United'States Postal Service, send to: FCC, Office of the -
Secretry, 445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554. Further information and optlons

for filiig an appeal directly : with the FCC can be found in the "Appeals | Procedure”
‘posted in the Reference Area of the SLD web site or by contacting the Client Service

Bureaii.,. We strongly recommend that, you use the electmmc fxlmg opnons

We th mk you for your continued support patience and cooperanon durmg the appeal
process. L :

' Schpo k! and' Libraries Division :
~ Unive:sal Service Administrative Coinpany

Box 125 — Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit us online at: www.sl universalservice. org
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